
Wednesday Adult Faith Formation (Online) at 7:00 pm-8:00 pm

(Open to All Adults who want to grow in their faith)
Join Zoom Meeting ID: 812 521 902 44 Passcode: 726649 

Thursday online Rosary at 7:30 pm
Join Zoom Meeting ID: 86746175784 Passcode: 434918

(US) +1 360-209-5623‬ Passcode: 434918

86746175784@zoomcrc.com Passcode: 434918

Daily Prayer Monday-Thursday

8:00 am CST & 5:00 pm CST
https://creighton.zoom.us/j/97706482057
This lasts about 20 minutes and does not require any additional materials.

First Friday Adoration - December 5, 2025

Where? Holy Rosary Church, Pine Ridge, SD
Time? 5 pm - 6 pm, followed by a potluck dinner in Eben Hall

Monday, Dec. 8  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary (see mass schedule inside bulletin)

Sunday, Dec. 14 Christmas Dinner at Our Lady of Sorrows in Kyle (after mass)

Looking Ahead
Wed., Dec. 17, 10am-1pm: Flea Market, Our Lady of the Sioux, Oglala
Thurs., Dec. 18 10am-1pm: Christmas Market, Our Lady of the Sioux, Oglala

CHRISTMAS EVE Mass Schedule

5:30pm St. Ignatius, Wanblee
6pm Sacred Heart, Pine Ridge
6pm Christ the King, Porcupine
8pm Our Lady of Sorrows, Kyle
8pm St. Agnes, Manderson
9pm Our Lady of the Sioux, Oglala

CHRISTMAS DAY Mass Schedule

8am St Ignatius, Wanblee
9am Christ the King, Porcupine
9am Our Lady of the Sioux, Oglala
10:15am Our Lady of Sorrows, Kyle
11am Sacred Heart (nursing home mass. No mass at Sacred Heart building
Christmas day)
11am St. Agnes, Manderson

   WORSHIP & SCHEDULE

Sundays
8:00 AM | St. Ignatius                           
9:00 AM | Our Lady of the Sioux
9:00 AM | Christ the King  
10:15 AM | Our Lady of Sorrows
11:00 AM | Sacred Heart
11:00 AM | St. Agnes

Mondays
6:30 AM | Holy Rosary
5:00 PM | Christ the King
5:15 PM | Holy Rosary
Rosary 5:30pm Sacred Heart

Confessions are available 20
minutes before Masses. Also
available upon request.

Tuesdays
6:30 AM | Holy Rosary
5:15 PM | Holy Rosary

Wednesdays
6:30 AM | Holy Rosary
5:00 PM | Sacred Heart
5:15 PM | Holy Rosary

Thursdays
6:30 AM | Holy Rosary
5:15 PM | Holy Rosary

Fridays
7:00 AM | Holy Rosary

MASS SCHEDULE

Sacred Heart (12/7)

Music Today

Gathering: 63
Presentation: 68
Communion: 444
Recessional: 725

Ushers: 
Ramon Bear Runner & Volunteer

Proclaimers of the Word: 
Patricia Catches the Enemy &
Brother Joe Fleischman, SJ

Next week (12/14)

Ushers: 
Marsha Tibbitts & Volunteer

Proclaimers of the Word: 
Ramone Bear Runner & Mark
Donovan

Fr. Ryen Dwyer, S.J. | Pastor
ryendwyer@mahpiyaluta.org
605-407-0474

Fr. Robert Chawngthu, S.J. | 
Associate Pastor 605-407-2373

Fr. Ron Seminara, S.J. |
Associate Pastor 605-515-0320

DISCIPLESHIP 

Sr. Catherine Thakro, UFS | Team
Leader
Nthakro@mahpiyaluta.org
605-899-8464

PASTORAL & SOCIAL 
MINISTRY 

Joyce Tibbitts | Team Leader
joycetibbitts@mahpiyaluta.org
605-867-5491 ext 2616
Viola (Sissy) Loafer
Georgine Looks Twice

OPERATIONS 

Lisa Swallow | Team Leader
lisaswallow@mahpiyaluta.org
605-867-5491 ext 2628

Angie Stover
Carol LaDeaux
Monet Mills | Hall Rentals
605-867-5551

Custodians: 
Dave Bark
April Corbine
Virgil Yellow Cloud
William Short Horn

STAFF

Ministerial Schedules

Our Lady of the Sioux (12/7)

Proclaimers of the Word: 
TBD

Break Open the Word:
TBD

(Next Week 12/14)

Proclaimers of the Word: 
TBD

Break Open the Word:
TBD

*The weekday Mass at Holy Rosary is at 8:30 AM on holidays.

HOLY ROSARY CHURCHESHOLY ROSARY CHURCHESHOLY ROSARY CHURCHES
OUR LADY OF SORROWS, KYLE •  OUR LADY OF THE SIOUX, OGLALA •  ST.  AGNES, MANDERSON •OUR LADY OF SORROWS, KYLE •  OUR LADY OF THE SIOUX, OGLALA •  ST.  AGNES, MANDERSON •
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 7,  2025DECEMBER 7,  2025

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 7,  2025

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86746175784?pwd%3DR3TmaNdKWJpuw3UkSZQyXYtrYrU1rj.1%26jst%3D2&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1761926666084641&usg=AOvVaw31Ejp20InkqZiy93381FG6
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86746175784?pwd%3DR3TmaNdKWJpuw3UkSZQyXYtrYrU1rj.1%26jst%3D2&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1761926666084641&usg=AOvVaw31Ejp20InkqZiy93381FG6
tel:+13602095623,,86746175784#
https://creighton.zoom.us/j/97706482057


   REFLECTIONS    PRAYERS
A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse..

Sometime when I drive to the Black Hills---Paha Sapa---I will notice areas that seem to have been burned.
Barren tree stumps sticking out of the ground. And blackened---charred remains---around the ground.

But always, there is a little green to be found. A young new plant---a shoot---coming to birth.

Life is an amazing thing. Even when the surface of the ground has been burned, and destroyed, life come
forth anew.

In the first reading from the Prophet Isaiah, we hear of Isaiah’s vision: “a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse.” Jesse is the father of David, the great king of Israel, who started as a humble sheep herder
and grew to become the great King of Israel. David was called by God to shepherd God’s people. David is the
author of many of the Psalms, and he seemed to know the merciful and loving heart of God.

David was a great king, but his kingly lineage by the time of Isaiah is now just a stump. Corruption and
disaster have destroyed the once great tree.

But in his vision, Isaiah sees a tender green shoot growing up from the old and brittle stump---and he sees
this as a sign of hope---a fulfillment of God’s promises to David, Jesse’s son, and even further back to
Abraham, our grandfather in faith.

This is a reminder: our family and our family lines can suffer tremendously, and sometimes all we seem to
see is scorched earth. But there is a different story at work as well: the story of faith that has been at work
in our ancestral lines and is still at work in our family now. 

In our Church family, we too can sometimes look around and see that things are not what they once were--
and that can make us sad.

Perhaps Jesus is inviting us during this time of Advent to see what he sees---the tender shoots growing up
around us---the children, the faith of our sisters and brothers and Christ---the vulnerable who come to us
in need---the sorrowing who are walking in faith.

All of these speak to the abundance of life in our midst.

John Bissonette
Roger Bissonette
Lois Bordeaux
Frieda Brewer
Harold Brewer, Jr.
Harold Brewer, Sr.
Regina Chase and Liam and Zach
Virginia Chase Alone
Jordianja Clifford and family
Dawn Colhoff and family
Sophia Conroy
Amy Goodlataw
Rodney J.
Emerald Janis
Mary Jensen
Quinton Jensen
Fr. Peter Klink, S.J.
Sapphire Lauren
Carmen Long Black Cat
Leon and Virginia
Brandon M.
Erica McCrary
Melissa Merrill
Mousseaux family

Let us Pray For The Repose of the
Souls of Those Who have
Recently Passed and for the
Consolation of their Family and
Friends: 

Denny Dolezal
Jill Dolezal
Mary I’atala
Candy Iron Cloud
Aria Rose Ramos
Wes Shangreau
Barbara Rose Swan
Dale Tapio

Let us Pray For: 
Jose Pancho Aguilar
Amserelda
Howard Bad Milk and family
William BirdsHat
Bradley Bishop Chandler
Frank Bissonette

Les and Lucille Oldson
Marjorie Murdock
Raymond O.
Casey Pourier
Richard Red Bear
George Red Feather
Robert and Paul Red FeatherMary
Ellen Red Shirt
Lorraine Richards family
Lacy R.
Norma R.C.
George Red Feather
Fr. Steve Sanford, S.J.
Leon Sierra
Angie Standing Soldier
Angie Stover and family
Ray Stover
Donna Thies
Eilena Two Bulls
Rodney White Bear Claws, Jr.
Marilyn Winters
All who are battling illnesses 
and for their caregivers

All who are seriously ill

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the safest possible
environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church
personnel, contact Victim Assistance Coordinator Irene Lee. To ensure confidentiality in our outreach
to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Alleged victims are advised of their
right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children, young
people, and vulnerable adults by priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of
Rapid City will be investigated.

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan website at
www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

How am I called to nurture this tender life during this
time of advent?

Perhaps that is what John the Baptist is calling us to do--
--rejecting the temptation to step on tender life and
instead to embrace God’s tender life---which we see so
clearly in the baby Jesus.

Come Lord Jesus!

--Fr. Ryen

Photo credit: Lucas Pezeta



   UPCOMING EVENTS    MASS & PRAYER

Sacred Heart – Pine Ridge

The Pastoral Council is seeking donations for our Family Prize Bingo event to
be held on New Year’s Eve!

SEEKING NEW ITEMS, ESPECIALLY CHILDREN’S ITEMS!

Please bring donated items to Sacred Heart Church.

Thank you for supporting the good work of our community!

BING
O!

Pope Leo’s XIV’s Prayer Intention for December
For Christians in areas of conflict

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be
seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.

God of peace, who through the blood of Your Son has reconciled the world to Yourself, today we pray for Christians living amidst wars and
violence. Even surrounded by pain, may they never cease to feel the gentle kindness of your presence and the prayers of their brothers
and sisters in faith. For only through You, and strengthened by fraternal bonds, can they become the seeds of reconciliation, builders of
hope in ways both small and great, capable of forgiving and moving forward, of bridging divides, and of seeking justice with mercy. Lord
Jesus, who called blessed those who work for peace, make us Your instruments of peace even where harmony seems impossible. Holy
Spirit, source of hope in the darkest times, sustain the faith of those who suffer and strengthen their hope. Do not let us fall into
indifference, and make us builders of unity, like Jesus. Amen.

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(Holy Day of Obligation)

Monday, Dec. 8 

Mass Times

6:30am Holy Rosary Church (Mahpiya Luta |Red Cloud)

Noon Our Lady of Sorrows, Kyle

3:00pm St. Agnes, Manderson

4:00pm St. Ignatius, Wanblee

5:00pm Christ the King, Porcupine

5:00pm Sacred Heart, Pine Ridge

7:00pm Our Lady of the Sioux, Oglala

 Christ the King – Porcupine
Turkey Bingo Raffle Winners!

1st Bob Pille - Star Quilt
2nd Gypsy Kills Warrior - Star Quilt

3rd Maurics Twiss - $200
4th Sisters Community - $200

5th Melissa Brown - $100
6th M.L.T.L.G Janis - $100

7th Tim Lipp - $50
8th Pinky White Plum - $50

Raffl
e

Winne
rs!!

Our Lady of the Sioux – Oglala

Wednesday, Dec 17, 10am-1pm Flea Market!

Thursday, Dec. 18 10am-1pm Christmas Market!



   FIRST READING    SECOND READING
Second Sunday of Advent
First Reading
Isaiah 11:1-10

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse,
and from his roots a bud shall blossom.
The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:
a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
a spirit of counsel and of strength,
a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,
and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD.
Not by appearance shall he judge,
nor by hearsay shall he decide,
but he shall judge the poor with justice,
and decide aright for the land's afflicted.
He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.
Justice shall be the band around his waist,
and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.
Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the young lion shall browse together,
with a little child to guide them.
The cow and the bear shall be neighbors,
together their young shall rest;
the lion shall eat hay like the ox.
The baby shall play by the cobra's den,
and the child lay his hand on the adder's lair.
There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD,
as water covers the sea.
On that day, the root of Jesse,
set up as a signal for the nations,
the Gentiles shall seek out,
for his dwelling shall be glorious.

Second Sunday of Advent
Second Reading
Romans 15:4-9

Brothers and sisters:
Whatever was written previously was written for our
instruction,
that by endurance and by the encouragement of the
Scriptures
we might have hope.
May the God of endurance and encouragement
grant you to think in harmony with one another,
in keeping with Christ Jesus,
that with one accord you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you,
for the glory of God.
For I say that Christ became a minister of the
circumcised
to show God's truthfulness,
to confirm the promises to the patriarchs,
but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy.
As it is written:
Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles
and sing praises to your name.

Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1–10 
The Jesse Tree 
Today’s first reading inspired the Advent cus-
tom of the Jesse tree. During Advent some
households read stories from the Bible about
the people and events that led up to the birth of
Jesus. Those who hear the stories create depic-
tions of them and hang these on a tree. The idea
of decorating a tree comes from Isaiah’s proph-
ecy that “a shoot shall sprout from the stump of
Jesse.” A “Jesse tree” reminds us of God’s
marvelous plan for salvation. 
The entire passage is filled with words of
comfort. The shoot sprouting from Jesse is to be
a leader filled with God’s Spirit—a spirit of
wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength,
knowledge, and fear of the Lord. The reign of
that ruler will even bring peace to animals. The
lamb will host the wolf. The calf and young lion
will be the playmates of a child. 
Because Jesse was the father of David, the
prophecy foretells an idealized time under a
great king. When Christians hear this prophecy
during Advent, we look further down Jesse’s
lineage all the way to Jesus. Jesus was anointed
with God’s spirit and brought enemies together
around a common belief in God’s mercy. 
The Jesse tree does not stop growing with Jesus.
It continues with us. Through the new birth of
Baptism and the anointing of Confir- mation,
God has filled us with the gift of the Holy Spirit.
We are anointed, like Jesus, to be agents of
peace. 
Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and
Second Readings, Year A 
© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training
Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner.
Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD. 

Good Memories 

The memory of good times helps us
through the bad times. Sometimes we
wonder if we have enough strength to go
on, enough charity to be kind again today,
enough hope for tomorrow. The memory of
good times in the past can give us strength
to be virtuous. We know that adver- sity in
the past has made us who we are today. We
believe that the adversity of today will
make us better for tomorrow. 
God has promised good times. God made
this promise through many generations of
the chosen people. When they were beset
by loss of property, exile, and the death of
those they loved, they often wondered
what their future would be. But God
promised better days. They knew from the
past that God delivered on promises like
this, and they found hope for the present. 
The promises of God were so sacred that
they became our Scriptures. St. Paul says,
“Whatever was written previously was
written for our instruction, that by
endurance and by the encouragement of
the Scriptures we might have hope.” By
examining God’s past promises, we take
comfort. We know that even in the midst
of adversity, we are still held in God’s
hands. 
Jesus came to confirm God’s promises to
the patriarchs. During Advent we hear
these promises over and over again. They
prepare us for the joy of Christmas. God
had prepared the way for Christ, and God
is still guiding the church that is Christ’s
Body. 
Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First
and Second Readings, Year A 
© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training
Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul
Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD. 


	WORSHIP & SCHEDULE
	Sundays 8:00 AM | St. Ignatius                            9:00 AM | Our Lady of the Sioux 9:00 AM | Christ the King   10:15 AM | Our Lady of Sorrows 11:00 AM | Sacred Heart 11:00 AM | St. Agnes
	Mondays 6:30 AM | Holy Rosary 5:00 PM | Christ the King 5:15 PM | Holy Rosary Rosary 5:30pm Sacred Heart
	Confessions are available 20 minutes before Masses. Also available upon request.
	Tuesdays 6:30 AM | Holy Rosary 5:15 PM | Holy Rosary
	Wednesdays 6:30 AM | Holy Rosary 5:00 PM | Sacred Heart 5:15 PM | Holy Rosary
	Thursdays 6:30 AM | Holy Rosary 5:15 PM | Holy Rosary
	Fridays 7:00 AM | Holy Rosary
	MASS SCHEDULE
	Sacred Heart (12/7)
	Music Today
	Gathering: 63 Presentation: 68 Communion: 444 Recessional: 725
	Ushers:  Ramon Bear Runner & Volunteer
	Proclaimers of the Word:  Patricia Catches the Enemy & Brother Joe Fleischman, SJ

	Next week (12/14)
	Ushers:  Marsha Tibbitts & Volunteer
	Proclaimers of the Word:  Ramone Bear Runner & Mark Donovan
	Fr. Ryen Dwyer, S.J. | Pastor ryendwyer@mahpiyaluta.org 605-407-0474
	Fr. Robert Chawngthu, S.J. |  Associate Pastor 605-407-2373
	Fr. Ron Seminara, S.J. | Associate Pastor 605-515-0320



	DISCIPLESHIP
	Sr. Catherine Thakro, UFS | Team Leader Nthakro@mahpiyaluta.org 605-899-8464

	PASTORAL & SOCIAL  MINISTRY
	Joyce Tibbitts | Team Leader joycetibbitts@mahpiyaluta.org 605-867-5491 ext 2616 Viola (Sissy) Loafer Georgine Looks Twice

	OPERATIONS
	Lisa Swallow | Team Leader lisaswallow@mahpiyaluta.org 605-867-5491 ext 2628
	Angie Stover Carol LaDeaux Monet Mills | Hall Rentals 605-867-5551
	Custodians:  Dave Bark April Corbine Virgil Yellow Cloud William Short Horn

	STAFF
	Ministerial Schedules
	Our Lady of the Sioux (12/7)
	Proclaimers of the Word:  TBD
	Break Open the Word: TBD

	(Next Week 12/14)
	Proclaimers of the Word:  TBD
	Break Open the Word: TBD

	*The weekday Mass at Holy Rosary is at 8:30 AM on holidays.


	HOLY ROSARY CHURCHES
	SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 7, 2025

	REFLECTIONS
	PRAYERS
	A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse..
	Sometime when I drive to the Black Hills---Paha Sapa---I will notice areas that seem to have been burned. Barren tree stumps sticking out of the ground. And blackened---charred remains---around the ground.
	But always, there is a little green to be found. A young new plant---a shoot---coming to birth.
	Life is an amazing thing. Even when the surface of the ground has been burned, and destroyed, life come forth anew.
	In the first reading from the Prophet Isaiah, we hear of Isaiah’s vision: “a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.” Jesse is the father of David, the great king of Israel, who started as a humble sheep herder and grew to become the great King of Israel. David was called by God to shepherd God’s people. David is the author of many of the Psalms, and he seemed to know the merciful and loving heart of God.
	David was a great king, but his kingly lineage by the time of Isaiah is now just a stump. Corruption and disaster have destroyed the once great tree.
	But in his vision, Isaiah sees a tender green shoot growing up from the old and brittle stump---and he sees this as a sign of hope---a fulfillment of God’s promises to David, Jesse’s son, and even further back to Abraham, our grandfather in faith.
	This is a reminder: our family and our family lines can suffer tremendously, and sometimes all we seem to see is scorched earth. But there is a different story at work as well: the story of faith that has been at work in our ancestral lines and is still at work in our family now.
	In our Church family, we too can sometimes look around and see that things are not what they once were--and that can make us sad.
	Perhaps Jesus is inviting us during this time of Advent to see what he sees---the tender shoots growing up around us---the children, the faith of our sisters and brothers and Christ---the vulnerable who come to us in need---the sorrowing who are walking in faith.
	All of these speak to the abundance of life in our midst.

	John Bissonette Roger Bissonette Lois Bordeaux Frieda Brewer Harold Brewer, Jr. Harold Brewer, Sr. Regina Chase and Liam and Zach Virginia Chase Alone Jordianja Clifford and family Dawn Colhoff and family Sophia Conroy Amy Goodlataw Rodney J. Emerald Janis Mary Jensen Quinton Jensen Fr. Peter Klink, S.J. Sapphire Lauren Carmen Long Black Cat Leon and Virginia Brandon M. Erica McCrary Melissa Merrill Mousseaux family
	Let us Pray For The Repose of the Souls of Those Who have Recently Passed and for the Consolation of their Family and Friends:
	Denny Dolezal Jill Dolezal Mary I’atala Candy Iron Cloud Aria Rose Ramos Wes Shangreau Barbara Rose Swan Dale Tapio
	Let us Pray For:  Jose Pancho Aguilar Amserelda Howard Bad Milk and family William BirdsHat Bradley Bishop Chandler Frank Bissonette
	Les and Lucille Oldson Marjorie Murdock Raymond O. Casey Pourier Richard Red Bear George Red Feather Robert and Paul Red FeatherMary Ellen Red Shirt Lorraine Richards family Lacy R. Norma R.C. George Red Feather Fr. Steve Sanford, S.J. Leon Sierra Angie Standing Soldier Angie Stover and family Ray Stover Donna Thies Eilena Two Bulls Rodney White Bear Claws, Jr. Marilyn Winters All who are battling illnesses  and for their caregivers
	All who are seriously ill
	The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact Victim Assistance Coordinator Irene Lee. To ensure confidentiality in our outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.
	In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children, young people, and vulnerable adults by priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
	The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

	A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
	How am I called to nurture this tender life during this time of advent?
	Perhaps that is what John the Baptist is calling us to do----rejecting the temptation to step on tender life and instead to embrace God’s tender life---which we see so clearly in the baby Jesus.
	Come Lord Jesus!
	--Fr. Ryen

	UPCOMING EVENTS
	MASS & PRAYER
	Sacred Heart – Pine Ridge
	SEEKING NEW ITEMS, ESPECIALLY CHILDREN’S ITEMS!




	BINGO!
	Pope Leo’s XIV’s Prayer Intention for December For Christians in areas of conflict
	Christ the King – Porcupine Turkey Bingo Raffle Winners!
	Raffle Winners!!
	Our Lady of the Sioux – Oglala
	Wednesday, Dec 17, 10am-1pm Flea Market!
	Thursday, Dec. 18 10am-1pm Christmas Market!



	FIRST READING
	SECOND READING
	Second Sunday of Advent First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
	Second Sunday of Advent Second Reading Romans 15:4-9
	Second Sunday of Advent  Isaiah 11:1–10  The Jesse Tree  Today’s first reading inspired the Advent cus- tom of the Jesse tree. During Advent some households read stories from the Bible about the people and events that led up to the birth of Jesus. Those who hear the stories create depic- tions of them and hang these on a tree. The idea of decorating a tree comes from Isaiah’s proph- ecy that “a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.” A “Jesse tree” reminds us of God’s marvelous plan for salvation.  The entire passage is filled with words of comfort. The shoot sprouting from Jesse is to be a leader filled with God’s Spirit—a spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, and fear of the Lord. The reign of that ruler will even bring peace to animals. The lamb will host the wolf. The calf and young lion will be the playmates of a child.  Because Jesse was the father of David, the prophecy foretells an idealized time under a great king. When Christians hear this prophecy during Advent, we look further down Jesse’s lineage all the way to Jesus. Jesus was anointed with God’s spirit and brought enemies together around a common belief in God’s mercy.  The Jesse tree does not stop growing with Jesus. It continues with us. Through the new birth of Baptism and the anointing of Confir- mation, God has filled us with the gift of the Holy Spirit. We are anointed, like Jesus, to be agents of peace.  Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year A  © 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD.
	Good Memories
	The memory of good times helps us through the bad times. Sometimes we wonder if we have enough strength to go on, enough charity to be kind again today, enough hope for tomorrow. The memory of good times in the past can give us strength to be virtuous. We know that adver- sity in the past has made us who we are today. We believe that the adversity of today will make us better for tomorrow.  God has promised good times. God made this promise through many generations of the chosen people. When they were beset by loss of property, exile, and the death of those they loved, they often wondered what their future would be. But God promised better days. They knew from the past that God delivered on promises like this, and they found hope for the present.  The promises of God were so sacred that they became our Scriptures. St. Paul says, “Whatever was written previously was written for our instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” By examining God’s past promises, we take comfort. We know that even in the midst of adversity, we are still held in God’s hands.  Jesus came to confirm God’s promises to the patriarchs. During Advent we hear these promises over and over again. They prepare us for the joy of Christmas. God had prepared the way for Christ, and God is still guiding the church that is Christ’s Body.  Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year A  © 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD.



